THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
another. The State measures of the control of consumption and
the planning of production are only effectual in a system that is
prepared to proceed to the most rigorous penalties in order to
compel obedience. The ruling groups have not a free choice of
methods of maintaining their system of rule. Each system has its
own appropriate methods of realization and maintenance, and in
a system of centralized total planning the means of extreme
compulsion cannot be dispensed with.
Incontestably, whether the temptation to absolutism is felt or
not, many things must be undertaken in that direction at present
because there is no alternative. The conduct of war, above all,
with its claim on the whole life of a nation, is no longer possible
without absolutist elements of compulsion. But even apart from
war, the economic crisis and the necessity of social reconstruction
present problems of which the solution is inconceivable without
the aid of special powers and great centralist machinery, problems
which inescapably involve the tendency to synthesis in an
absolutist, all-embracing apparatus of power.
The superficial aspect of Nazi activities must not deceive us into
imagining that all life in Germany is controlled by mass demagogy,
that the general condition is one of exaltation, that the irrational
factor in life is glorified. In all practical activities plans and work
are carried on by severely rational methods. The reality in
present-day Germany is a vast centralized mechanism. The
immediate purpose may be the conduct of the war and the imme-
diate form total mobilization, but the reality is a total planning,
a political, economic, and social planning, far more effective in
practice than anything the Soviet Union has achieved.
It is an error to conceive the total mobilization of all elements
of society according to a general plan as simply preparation
for war. The essential thing is not the purpose but the actual
fact of the mobilization of all latent energies, the forcing into con-
formity of every individual element, and the adjustment of every
field of life to a general plan. If the elements of demagogy and
of the hysterical were eliminated, there would still remain the
system of a totally mechanized world of men. What would dis-
tinguish it from a political planning for the common weal? Only
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